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a poetic form which the Jap¬ 
anese have practiced for centuries, the author test 



appeal for the 




subtle 


beauty, its veiled emotional overtones, its survival 
through hundreds of yeaxs is proof of a world where 
poetry can bridge the gap between peoples. Historical! 

the Japanese haiku dates back to the early 16 th Century, 

& 

Such revered names as Teishitsu, Basho, and Buson, 
are enshrined in the culture. 


Like the Christian definition of a sacrament, haiku 
is an outward sign of an inner grace. Literally million! 
of Japanese are writing haiku today. In Americatensol 
thousands have become interested in the mini-poems. 

Haiku's requirements such as apoem of 17 syl¬ 
lables, wherein is caught a moment of emotion, gen¬ 
eralized rather than subjective, with which the reader 
can identify; its adherence to nature and to a present 
happening; its prosodic challenge and its creative ful- 
Ifillment, present an art form pleasing to Japanese 
and English speaking people. No wonder that today it 
survives in a revival of interest on both sides of the 
Pacific, While supersonic aircraft unite these sep- 

A. 

arated peoples in the technical field, haiku may be 
credited with uniting them in a spiritual sense, 

Frances Durham, a native Alabamian, is one of 
many of her compatriots who became enamoured of 
haiku. She lives in Fairhope, Alabama. Her career 
in journalism has been enhanced by the writing of 
poetry. She published an earlier collection of verse, 
capturing the Neo-Romance of the Deep South along 
the Gulf Coast, entitled '’Sea Woman" 
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it is blown out. 
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:e ciouas, so Iran, 

it tread will hold the 



A white 







To pass 
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Mask the face of death. 


Deep in the marsh now 
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Tea^rs wash down one^s cheeks 
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The autumn fruits fail 




Moon of the South tiiat 







cy cotton bolls 





Silver 
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